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times other species, such as Ocnanthc  lachenalii,   which   Is

also found in brackish marshes.   These species do not
the characteristic structural features of halophytes to nearly
so great a degree as those occurring at lower levels;
with them are ordinary land species, which will
small amounts of salt in the soil

When the tide is effectively kept out of a salt marsh
and there is adequate drainage by ditches and sluices, the
salt is rapidly washed out of the soil and non-halophilous
species colonise the area.   Excellent pastureland, which
be converted into arable, is regularly formed in this way.
There is no good evidence that salt marsh can develop by
the mere accumulation of silt or humus, without
assistance, into a non-maritime vegetation,

We have not aimed in this chapter at
the briefest outline of the nature and                       of the

chief types   of  British   vegetation.    We   have
left out of account many plant communities of
such for instance as those of sea cliffs;              the **              **

habitats provided by quarries, spoil
waste places of every description, which are of very
rank and status.    It was explained  in  Chapter  II
human activity is constantly providing the
new habitats, and these become                 by

of plants which may be temporary and             but         be

.closely adjusted to their environment, as in all old
munities characteristic of habitats of
natural or due to human agency.   The             of

habitats are thus derived from the
and  include   weeds   and

members of old-established                                 are          10

colonise them.    For
material for close ecological study.
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